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Overview

After the financing closure, the project is expected to take 2 years to
complete, with a total investment of approximately 300 million US dollars (5.7
billion South African rand). 

After the financing closure, the project is expected to take 2 years to
complete, with a total investment of approximately 300 million US dollars (5.7
billion South African rand). 

China Energy Engineering Corporation has officially signed an EPC contract
with Globeleq, an independent power generation company in the UK, for the
153MW/612MWh battery energy storage project in Red Sands, South Africa.
This project will become the largest single battery energy storage power. 

On June 21 local time, during the Africa Energy Forum 2025, CEEC signed an
Engineering, Procurement, and Construction contract with British independent
power producer Globeleq for the Red Sand 153MW/612MWh Battery Energy
Storage Project in South Africa — the largest single-site battery energy. 

Expanding electricity access is one of the most pressing challenges for Africa’s
development, with 600 million people —roughly 43% of the continent’s
population—still lacking access to reliable electricity. The 2025 Africa Energy
Summit in Tanzania underscored the urgency of addressing this issue. 

On June 21, local time, during the 2025 African Energy Forum, China Nengjian
signed an EPC contract with Globeleq, a British independent power producer,
for the largest single battery energy storage power station in Africa, the
153MW/612 MWh battery energy storage project in Hongsha, South Africa. 

This report, authored by International Development expert Dr. Frangton
Chiyemura, examines the scale and significance of Chinese-backed energy
projects across Africa. From solar parks in Mali to massive hydropower dams
in Zambia, it explains how these initiatives are distributed, why they matter. 

biggest pumped-storage hydroelectric power plant. The massive pumped
storage facility is being developed in two phases of 1.8GW capacity each by
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State Grid Xinyuan Company, a di r generating units for a total capacity of
1.2GW. State Grid Xinyuan Company, a subsidiary of State Grid Corporation
of. Why did China stop funding coal-fired power plants in Africa?

Recognizing the need for a more climate-friendly energy mix, China has
ceased to provide funding for fossil fuel projects in Africa since 2020. Then, in
2021, Chinese leader Xi Jinping pledged to stop funding new coal-fired power
plants overseas. 

How important is China in financing energy infrastructure in Africa?

For over two decades, Chinese development finance institutions and
commercial lenders have been important in financing energy infrastructure
across the continent. According to analysis based on the Chinese Loans to
Africa Database, China has provided about $43 billion in loans to support
electricity access expansion from 2000 to 2023. 

How can Chinese green energy firms contribute to Africa?

With extensive experience in renewable deployment and energy storage
technologies, Chinese green energy firms can contribute by expanding their
operations in Africa, offering technical expertise, and providing scalable
solutions for mini-grid sustainability. 

How much money does China give to Africa?

According to analysis based on the Chinese Loans to Africa Database, China
has provided about $43 billion in loans to support electricity access expansion
from 2000 to 2023. Based on the same analysis, approximately $28 billion of
these investments have been dedicated to power generation.
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Contact Us

For catalog requests, pricing, or partnerships, please visit:
https://www.a-core.pl
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