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Overview

How much power does a 5G base station consume?

That’s almost a threefold increase compared to 4G (5). One 5G base station is
estimated to consume about as much power as 73 households (6), and 3x as
much as the previous generation of base stations (5), (7). 

Are 5G base stations causing more energy consumption?

However, Li says 5G base stations are carrying five times the traffic as when
equipped with only 4G, pushing up power consumption. The carrier is seeking
subsidies from the Chinese government to help with the increased energy
usage. 

Is 5G more energy efficient than 4G?

Although the absolute value of the power consumption of 5G base stations is
increasing, their energy efficiency ratio is much lower than that of 4G stations.
In other words, with the same power consumption, the network capacity of 5G
will be as dozens of times larger than 4G, so the power consumption per bit is
sharply reduced. 

Does China Mobile have a 5G base station?

China Mobile has tried using lower cost deployments of MIMO antennas,
specifically 32T32R and sometimes 8T8R rather than 64T64R, according to
MTN. However, Li says 5G base stations are carrying five times the traffic as
when equipped with only 4G, pushing up power consumption. 

How will 5G affect the energy consumption of mobile operators?

Edge compute facilities needed to support local processing and new internet
of things (IoT) services will also add to overall network power usage. Exact
estimates differ by source, but MTN says the industry consensus is that 5G will
double to triple energy consumption for mobile operators, once networks
scale. 
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Why does 5G use so much power?

The main factor behind this increase in 5G power consumption is the high
power usage of the active antenna unit (AAU). Under a full workload, a single
station uses nearly 3700W. This necessitates a number of updates to existing
networks, such as more powerful supplies and increased performance output
from supporting facilities.
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Contact Us

For catalog requests, pricing, or partnerships, please visit:
https://www.a-core.pl
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